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MEDIA RELEASE							
For Immediate Release
Medical Students Spread Out Across
Southwestern Ontario for Discovery Week
Discovery Week will see 168 first year medical students from Western University’s Schulich School of Medicine & Dentistry spread out to more than 30 communities throughout southwestern Ontario to receive a hands-on learning experience in rural and regional communities.  

The experience offers a unique learning opportunity for these students by providing an intimate understanding of the diverse experiences which impact health and wellness in the centres within Schulich Medicine & Dentistry’s Distributed Education network.   

This year’s Discovery Week takes place during one of two weeks, May 22 to 26 or May 29 through June 2.  The participating communities extend from St. Thomas to Owen Sound. This year 4 first year medical students shadowed physicians and visited patients at Strathroy Middlesex General Hospital to gain a better understanding of how patient care is delivered in this community.  At Four Counties General Hospital, 2 students shadowed Dr. Shelley Sharma.

“Discovery Week is an important learning opportunity for our students, introducing them, for the first time, to the opportunities and challenges of living and working in a rural or regional community,” said Dr. George Kim, assistant dean, Rural and Regional Community Engagement at Schulich Medicine & Dentistry. “Students will be intimately involved in patient care while developing an understanding and appreciation for rural regional medicine.”

To arrange interviews with Dr. Kim, please contact Crystal Mackay. For information on Discovery Week in your community please contact Todd Stepanuik, President and Chief Executive Officer  

MEDIA CONTACT (Schulich Medicine & Dentistry): Crystal Mackay, Media Relations Officer, Schulich School of Medicine & Dentistry, Western University, t. 519.661.2111 ext. 80387, c. 519.933.5944, crystal.mackay@schulich.uwo.ca @CrystalMackay

EVENT CONTACT (Strathroy Middlesex General Hospital and Four Counties Health Services): Todd Stepanuik, President and Chief Executive Officer, Middlesex Hospital Alliance, t. 519-245-5295 ext. 5593 

ABOUT WESTERN
Western University delivers an academic experience second to none. Since 1878, The Western Experience has combined academic excellence with life-long opportunities for intellectual, social and cultural growth in order to better serve our communities. Our research excellence expands knowledge and drives discovery with real-world application. Western attracts individuals with a broad worldview, seeking to study, influence and lead in the international community.

ABOUT THE SCHULICH SCHOOL OF MEDICINE & DENTISTRY
The Schulich School of Medicine & Dentistry at Western University is one of Canada’s preeminent medical and dental schools. Established in 1881, it was one of the founding schools of Western University and is known for being the birthplace of family medicine in Canada. For more than 130 years, the School has demonstrated a commitment to academic excellence and a passion for scientific discovery.
Follow Western Media Relations online: 

Website: http://communications.uwo.ca/media/
RSS: http://feeds.feedburner.com/MediaWesternU
Twitter: https://twitter.com/mediawesternu


About MHA:
The Middlesex Hospital Alliance (MHA) is comprised of two fully-accredited partner sites: Four Counties Health Services and Strathroy Middlesex General Hospital. 

A progressive, team-oriented and technologically adept organization of excellence, the MHA is creating a more integrated and seamless approach to treatment by embracing and seeking out partnerships, through collaboration and investing in people. This coordinated approach helps to ensure that a high level of service is provided while reducing costs and continually enhancing quality. 
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